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INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS 
 
Description: 
 
Scientific International Journal™ (SIJ) is an electronic, professional, interdisciplinary, bilingual, 
and international journal. SIJ is committed to encourage critical analysis and reflection and to 
promote quality and excellence in the processes and activities carried out in the delivery of 
programs and services. SIJ promotes the importance of research and the publication of its 
findings. It publishes original manuscripts and it is a forum for the dissemination of information 
about relevant issues on the areas of health, education, social sciences, planning, management, 
administration, evaluation of programs and services, evaluation research, and policy. We invite 
authors to submit manuscripts addressing current issues which provide understanding and 
stimulate discussion among professionals in these fields. Submissions from new authors and/or 
graduate students are especially encouraged. Abstracts, brief reports, and letters to the editor are 
also welcome. 
 
Its audience is constituted by health, education, and social sciences’ professionals, planners, 
managers, administrators, evaluators, as well as supervisors, graduate students, community 
leaders, and non-profit and for-profit organizations’ personnel. SIJ is an official publication of 
Non-Profit Evaluation & Resource Center, Inc., published three times a year, blind- and peer-
reviewed and manuscript submissions are accepted by e-mail (sij@nperci.org). 
 
Manuscripts: 
 
Manuscripts are accepted for consideration with the understanding that they have been submitted 
exclusively to SIJ and that they have not been published previously in print and/or electronic 
media, either in whole or in part and are not currently under consideration for publication 
elsewhere in print and/or electronic media. Articles published, accepted, or submitted for 
publication elsewhere will not be considered. 
 
Manuscripts are considered for publication with the understanding that all people listed as 
authors have participated sufficiently in the research and manuscript’s writing, thus, they can 
take public responsibility for the content. First author will be notified by telephone and/or e-mail 
when the manuscript is received. 
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Review Process: 
 
Following preliminary review by the editor, manuscripts will be sent to members of the Editorial 
Advisory Board. This Board is composed of experts in health, education, social sciences, and 
related areas. Each manuscript will be reviewed by at least two members of the Board in a blind-
review process. Please allow at least 8 weeks for complete review. Additional information and/or 
clarification may be required before a manuscript is accepted for publication. All accepted 
manuscripts are subject to editing and copyediting. Edited manuscripts are sent to the first author 
for approval. Corrections should be returned by e-mail to the editor within 72 hours. The review 
decision is notified to the first author by telephone and/or e-mail; manuscripts that have been 
accepted are scheduled for publication. 
 
Manuscript Preparation and Submission: 
 
Author(s): Please follow the guidelines below for developing and submitting a manuscript. 
Manuscripts that do not follow these guidelines will be returned to the author(s) without review. 
 
1. Manuscripts are accepted in English or Spanish. Instrument(s) may be included in an 

appendix, to be published at the discretion of the editor. 
2. Manuscripts should be submitted as Microsoft Word documents only and typewritten on 

8.5” x 11” with 1” margins on all four sides. 
3. Times New Roman 12-point must be used for text and tables/figures. 
4. All text must be double-spaced and left justified; avoid using tabs. 
5. On the cover letter, place all authors’ names, positions, titles, place of employment, and full 

contact information (mailing and e-mail addresses and telephone and fax numbers). Also, 
state that the manuscript is original, not previously published in print and/or electronic 
media, either in whole or in part, and not under concurrent consideration elsewhere in print 
and/or electronic media; inform the journal editor of the existence of any similar published 
manuscripts written by the author(s); and state either that there is or that there is no conflict 
of interest. 

6. Author(s) are encouraged to be clear, brief, and relevant in the manuscript regardless of 
subject or format. 

7. All manuscripts should start with a brief introduction, which includes the purpose of the 
paper. The general format of the manuscript is open except for those manuscripts that present 
results of research. The main sections should be identified by heading in bold capital letters. 
For full research manuscripts, assemble sections in the following order: title page, abstract, 
introduction, methods, results, discussion, conclusion, acknowledgments, references, list of 
titles for all figures (typed on 1 page), tables, figures, and footnotes. 

8. Number pages consecutively, beginning with the title page. The manuscript should contain 
no automatic formatting, except page numbers in the upper right corner of each page. 

9. The first page should include the title of the article, total word count (text only), the number 
of pages, tables, and/or figures, information about the grant or contract supporting the 
research (if applicable), and a disclaimer (if necessary). 

10. On the second page, without listing author(s) name(s), provide a brief abstract of no more 
than 160 words and up to five keywords that reflect the content of the manuscript. All 
abstracts will be submitted in both English and Spanish. Each abstract should be prepared 
double-spaced and to fit on a single page. Full research manuscripts abstracts should 
include information under each of the following headings: objective, data sources/study 
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setting, study design, data collection/methods, results/principal findings, conclusions, and 
keywords. 

11. When abbreviations are used, they should be inserted in parentheses after they have been 
defined. Once defined, the abbreviations can later be used alone. 

12. Text of manuscripts should begin on a separate page and should be limited to 4,000 words 
(approximately 15 pages) with no more than 5 tables and/or figures. All research 
manuscripts must include, in abstract and methods section, the year in which the data were 
collected. 

13. Brief Reports should contain all the same sections as a full research manuscript, but be 
limited to 1,500 words (approximately 5 pages) with no more than 2 tables and/or figures. 

14. Letters to the Editor should be under 300 words. Those accepted for publication may be 
edited or abbreviated. 

15. The journal will also publish selected 500-word key report Abstracts from governmental 
agencies, non-profit organizations, and recently completed theses and dissertations. 

16. List acknowledgments on the last page of text. 
17. References should be typed double-spaced, using any of the following styles: APA, MLA, 

AMA, Chicago Manual or Turabian. One style should be chosen and followed consistently. 
All references should be cited in the text. Authors are responsible for the accuracy and 
completeness of the references cited. 

18. Tables should be double-spaced on a separate page, and vertical and horizontal rules (lines) 
should not be used within the body of tables. Use Arabic numerals to identify tables, and 
keep titles brief, but clear and descriptive of table contents. All tables should be self-
explanatory, specifically cited within the text, and numbered consecutively. 

19. All figures must be original, of camera-ready quality, and identified with the figure number 
in Arabic numerals. Title, author’s name, and manuscript title must be attached on a separate 
page. A list of all figure titles should be typed on one page and placed after the references. 

20. The author(s) is(are) responsible for all statements in the submitted work, including changes 
done in the editing process. Author(s) is(are) responsible for the accuracy of references, 
quotations, tables, and figures. 

21. If an article contains quotations of 300 words or more, tables, and/or figures reproduced 
from other sources, written permission from the author(s) and publisher to use such material 
must accompany the manuscript. It is the author’s responsibility to secure such permission. 

22. When a manuscript has been accepted for publication, all authors are required to sign a 
Publication Rights form and a Disclosure of Interests form. 

23. The editor reserve the right to make editorial changes in all matter published in the journal 
and cannot enter into correspondence about manuscripts not accepted for publication. 
Manuscripts may be modified editorially so as to bring them into conformity with the 
requirements and style of the journal. Editorial changes are made to enhance readability or to 
correct grammatical or spelling errors as determined by the journal editor. Inappropriate 
ethnic or gender specific references may be deleted at the discretion of the editor. Editorial 
changes will be sent to the first author for approval prior to publication. 

24. Submit your manuscript to Dr. Lizzette Rojas, Editor, via e-mail (sij@nperci.org). 
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